Assisted reproduction and mental illness: a human rights perspective from New Zealand.
Developments in our ability to artificially assist reproduction have led to new and more social applications for medicine. Parallel to this has been an increasing acceptance and understanding of mental illness. Yet it may be argued that mental illness should preclude an ability to parent by means of state-involved artificial reproductive technologies. Through examination of current New Zealand human rights law, it is argued that such practice would be discriminatory. While there is some room to grant an exception to allow such discrimination, it is doubtful that such a decision would ever be made. Any reasons to justify an exception are unlikely to meet the high threshold demanded by current law.